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Chair’s Message

The AALAS Foundation celebrated its 25th Anniversary this year. 
In 1999, the AALAS Foundation officially became a standalone 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. Since then, our commitment has been unwavering, focused on raising 
public awareness about the indispensable role of animals in biomedical research. 
Additionally, we strive to shape the future workforce by imparting knowledge to 
students, enlightening them about the fascinating career opportunities available in 
the realm of Laboratory Animal Science.

As I reflect on 2024, I am filled with gratitude for the remarkable 
community that supports the AALAS Foundation. This year has 
been one of growth, collaboration, and impact—made possible 
by the generosity and dedication of our sponsors, partners, and 
friends.

2024 is particularly special as we celebrate 25 years as a standalone nonprofit! 
For a quarter of a century, the AALAS Foundation has advanced education, public 
outreach, and professional development in laboratory animal science. Reaching 
this milestone is a testament to the vision, dedication, and partnership of everyone 
who has supported us along the way.

Thanks to your support, the Foundation has been able to inspire the next 
generation of scientists through educational programs and foster a deeper 
understanding of the vital role animals play in research. Your contributions have 
made a tangible difference and continue to shape the future of the field.

What excites me most is the sense of community that defines the AALAS 
Foundation. Our sponsors are not just donors—they are partners in a shared vision 
of progress, discovery, and compassion. Together, we are building a stronger, more 
informed, and more connected field, where innovation thrives and knowledge is 
shared widely.

As we look toward the future, I invite both current and prospective sponsors to 
join us in this exciting chapter. Your engagement ensures that the Foundation 
can continue to expand its programs, reach more students and professionals, and 
celebrate many more years of advancing laboratory animal science.

On behalf of the Board, I thank you for your commitment, your belief in our 
mission, and your partnership in shaping a brighter future for science and 
education. Here’s to 25 years—and to many more!

Molly Romick, CMAR, RLATG
2024 Chair, AALAS Foundation
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AVMA Legislative Fly-in Grant Program
Dr. Danielle Ferguson was selected this year to represent the AALAS Foundation at the 2025 AVMA Legislative Fly-In.
Participants receive comprehensive briefings and training on key policy issues affecting veterinary medicine and an
opportunity to engage with members of Congress to advocate on these critical issues. 

Celebrate Animal Research & Education (CARE) Public Awareness Program
The AALAS Foundation was proud that The Zebrafish Husbandry 
Association chose to sponsor the Celebrate the Zebrafish campaign 
honoring the work of zebrafish (and people) for their work in fertility 
research. Anyone making a $5.00+ contribution to the Foundation at 
its booth during the 2024 National Meeting received a Celebrate the 
Zebrafish lapel pin. 

 
Celebrate the Zebrafish cards were developed to include talking points that describe several ways zebrafish have 
contributed to fertility research.  These cards accompanied the Celebrate the Zebrafish pins distributed to eligible 2024 
donors. 

The CARE program enables 
AALAS members to share a crucial 
message with the public. Animals 
play a vital role in advancing medical discoveries and 
treatments for serious diseases.

Through CARE, members can access free, fully 
scripted presentations—complete with speaker 
notes—to make outreach simple and effective. These 
ready-to-use resources are ideal for school visits, 
community fairs, and other public events.

Members may also request Celebrate the Mouse, Celebrate the Pig, Celebrate the Monkey, and Celebrate the Rat lapel 
pins with accompanying informational cards. These pins serve as eye-catching conversation starters that highlight the 
essential role of animals in biomedical research.

CARE resources make it easy for AALAS members to engage their communities and promote understanding of 
laboratory animal science.

Public Outreach & Education Award
The AALAS Foundation’s annual award, the Public Outreach & Education (POE Award) recognizes outstanding public 
outreach efforts conducted by Branches. This year the AALAS Foundation also introduced an individual category. 

The Nebraska Branch was named the recipient of the 6TH annual Branch POE Award because of its many public 
outreach efforts conducted by several of its members.  

Julie Roller was named the recipient of the very first Individual POE Award for her dedication, passion, and outstanding 
public outreach efforts to help promote laboratory animal science and the important role of animals in research.

 

Molly Romick, CMAR, RLATG - Chair
Director of Business Development, Charles River

Dr. Larry Shelton, DACLAM - Vice Chair
Director, Laboratory Animal Resources, University of Maryland

Directors-at-Large
Brian Ebert, RLATG, CMAR
Manager of Vivarium & Facilities Operations, Abbvie

Sarah Gilliam, RLATG, CMAR, ILAM
ARF Senior Training Manager, Dana Farber Cancer Institute

Lindsay Holmes, RLAT
Charles River Laboratories

Jessica Hunt, RLATG
Senior Manager – Technical Services, Bristol Myers Squibb

Dr. Lucy Kennedy, DACLAM
Clinical Associate Professor, University of Michigan

Nicole La Mattina, LAT, MEd, MBA
Charles River Laboratories

Noel Pena, RLAT
Supervisor of Operations – Enrichment, Inotiv

AALAS Board of Trustees Representatives
Dr. Timothy Mandrell, DACLAM, Secretary/Treasurer
Consultant

Dr. Deb Hickman, DACLAM, ALAT, At-Large Trustee Seat 1
Global Director, AAALAC International

Dr. Jori Leszczynski, DACLAM, Vice President-Elect
Assistant Vice Chancellor/Univ Vet, University of Colorado
Anshutz Medical Campus

Executive Director AALAS & AALAS Foundation (ex officio)
Thomas L. Joseph, MPS, CAE
Executive Director

Staff
Vicki Campbell
Foundation Administrator 

Amanda Pinto
Foundation Administrative Coordinator

About Us
The AALAS Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization is dedicated to 
educational outreach on the essential role of responsible laboratory animal 
care and use in science to advance human and animal health. The AALAS 
Foundation develops educational materials, web-based public information 
resources and public awareness campaigns to inform the public about the 
compassionate professionals working in laboratory animal science and the 
importance of quality laboratory animal care to benefit medical progress.

2024 AALAS Foundation Board of Directors 2024 Projects and Programs
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BRAD Day Sponsorship
The AALAS Foundation was proud to serve as a 
Bronze Sponsor for the 2024 BRAD Day. 

 

Best Branch BRAD Award
BRAD, a program of Americans for Medical Progress, partnered with 
AALAS and the AALAS Foundation to celebrate the hard work that AALAS 
Branches put into their BRAD events. The winner of the 2024 Best Branch 
BRAD Award was the Nebraska

Rockin’ Research T-Shirt Campaign
The AALAS Foundation conducted a Rockin’ Research 
t-shirt awareness campaign in 2024 with the goal of creating 
awareness to the public about all the medical advances 
made thanks to the efforts of professionals and animals 
working in biomedical research.

Thanks to everyone who purchased a T-shirt and participated 
in this public awareness campaign. We hope you’ll continue 
to wear your shirt proudly and tout the critical work being 
done in laboratory animal science to help advance medical 
progress.

Careers in Laboratory Animal Science Digital Public Outreach Program
The Careers in LAS program introduces students, especially those from diverse and underserved backgrounds, 
to the wide range of careers in Laboratory Animal Science. It features videos of professionals sharing their 
roles, skills, and career paths, along with an introductory video on the field. A customizable PowerPoint deck is 
also provided, allowing presenters to tailor content and videos to their audience.

Free Outreach Resources
With the generous support of our donors, the AALAS Foundation continues to offer complimentary shipping 
on all orders comprised exclusively of AALAS Foundation’s free public outreach materials.

The AALAS Foundation has a free Tips & Guidelines to help plan virtual outreach events and offers a free 
sample virtual outreach PowerPoint presentation to assist with outreach activities in local communities. The 
free guidelines and sample virtual presentation may be obtained upon request. Email foundation@aalas.org 
for details. 

2024 Celebrate the Mouse Biomedical Research
Video Essay Contest for Students

 
The AALAS Foundation announced its eighth annual Celebrate the Mouse 
Biomedical Research Video Essay contest for students in August 2024. The 
contest encouraged 5th through 12th grade students across the United States 
to creatively produce a video essay to explain how mice in research have 
helped the lives of people and/or animals.

9th-12th Grade Category Winners
1st Place – Dominic Vallieres, North Carolina - $500 cash prize
2nd Place – Angela Park, Michigan - $250 cash prize
3rd Place – Lily Walls, North Carolina - $100 cash prize
Fan Favorite Award – Lily Walls, North Carolina - $100 cash prize

5th – 8th Grade Category Winners
1st Place – Kaitlyn Simpson, Pennsylvania - $500 cash prize
Fan Favorite Award – Kaitlyn Simpson, Pennsylvania - $100 cash prize
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Outreach at Educational Conferences Coming Soon!

AALAS Foundation Board members, volunteers and staff are working to implement the following 
projects in 2025:

Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) Matching Donations
AALAS Staff are hard at work applying for the CFC for 2025. This program offers the federal community the opportunity 
to donate to the AALAS Foundation.

Ann Turner CARE Academy
The second biennial Public Outreach Training Academy will take place in March 2025. Registration is limited to the first 
40 AALAS members who sign up. This 1½-day program is designed to help participants build confidence in public out-
reach, learn effective strategies for answering difficult questions, and discover how to make the most of AALAS Founda-
tion resources to support their outreach efforts.
 

Kids 4 Research Website
The Kids4Research website is getting a fresh look. Designed to educate kids and teachers, this updated site will feature 
improved navigation and engaging new tools. Visitors will be able to explore the latest facts and statistics and enjoy 
interactive games and puzzles- all while discovering laboratory animal science and exploring potential future careers. 
The website continues to serve as an important educational outreach tool for middle school-age students and teachers, 
receiving an average of 5,000 visits per month. 
 

9th Annual National Celebrate the Mouse Video Essay Contest
The AALAS Foundation plans to conduct its 9th Annual Celebrate the
Mouse Biomedical Research Video Essay contest for middle and high
school-age students.

National Science Teaching Association
The National Science Teaching Association (NSTA) conference took 
place in Denver, CO. This association has more than 40,000 members 
and hosts thousands of teachers at the conference. AALAS Staff and 
Volunteers handed out free materials to teachers. 

 

Future Farmers of America
AALAS Staff exhibited at the Future Farmers of America (FFA) conference held in 
Indianapolis, IN, where students answered questions about the role of animals in 
research and spun a wheel to win prizes. 

This annual conference attracts nearly 70,000 guests every year.

Society for Neuroscience
AALAS staff partnered with members 
of the Global Consortium group 
and exhibited at the 2024 Society 
for Neuroscience conference held in 
Chicago, IL.

Over 25,000 neuroscientists from 
around the country attended this event. 

76



Outreach at Educational Conferences Coming Soon!

AALAS Foundation Board members, volunteers and staff are working to implement the following 
projects in 2025:

Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) Matching Donations
AALAS Staff are hard at work applying for the CFC for 2025. This program offers the federal community the opportunity 
to donate to the AALAS Foundation.

Ann Turner CARE Academy
The second biennial Public Outreach Training Academy will take place in March 2025. Registration is limited to the first 
40 AALAS members who sign up. This 1½-day program is designed to help participants build confidence in public out-
reach, learn effective strategies for answering difficult questions, and discover how to make the most of AALAS Founda-
tion resources to support their outreach efforts.
 

Kids 4 Research Website
The Kids4Research website is getting a fresh look. Designed to educate kids and teachers, this updated site will feature 
improved navigation and engaging new tools. Visitors will be able to explore the latest facts and statistics and enjoy 
interactive games and puzzles- all while discovering laboratory animal science and exploring potential future careers. 
The website continues to serve as an important educational outreach tool for middle school-age students and teachers, 
receiving an average of 5,000 visits per month. 
 

9th Annual National Celebrate the Mouse Video Essay Contest
The AALAS Foundation plans to conduct its 9th Annual Celebrate the
Mouse Biomedical Research Video Essay contest for middle and high
school-age students.

National Science Teaching Association
The National Science Teaching Association (NSTA) conference took 
place in Denver, CO. This association has more than 40,000 members 
and hosts thousands of teachers at the conference. AALAS Staff and 
Volunteers handed out free materials to teachers. 

 

Future Farmers of America
AALAS Staff exhibited at the Future Farmers of America (FFA) conference held in 
Indianapolis, IN, where students answered questions about the role of animals in 
research and spun a wheel to win prizes. 

This annual conference attracts nearly 70,000 guests every year.

Society for Neuroscience
AALAS staff partnered with members 
of the Global Consortium group 
and exhibited at the 2024 Society 
for Neuroscience conference held in 
Chicago, IL.

Over 25,000 neuroscientists from 
around the country attended this event. 

76



2024: By The Numbers
84,617

Total number of free outreach materials distributed in 2024

$46,548.82
Total amount raised during the 2024 National Meeting in Nashville, TN

	 Follow The AALAS Foundation on these social media networks

	

2024 AALAS Foundation Financial Statement 
ä ASSETS

Current assets:
	 •	 Cash and cash equivalents: $31,434
	 •	 Pledges receivable, current portion: $15,100
	 •	 Investments, at cost: $291,567
	 •	 Prepaid expenses: $6,701
			   o	 Total current assets: $344,802
	 •	 Cash and cash equivalents – restricted: $112,823
	 •	 Pledges receivable, less current portion: $42,200
	 •	 Investments, at cost, long-term: $951,161
Total assets: $1,450,986

ä LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current liabilities:
	 •	 Accounts payable: $93
	 •	 Due to related party: $10,238
	 •	 Deferred revenue: $10,500
Total current liabilities: $20,831

Net assets: 
	 •	 Without donor restrictions
			   o	 Available for operations: $173,887
			   o	 Board designated: $78,866
			   o	 Funds functioning as endowment – board designated: $1,007,279
	 •	 With donor restrictions: $170,123
Total net assets: $1,430,155

Total liabilities and net assets: $1,450,986

2024 AALAS Foundation Contributors 
2024 Legacy Society Members

Members of the AALAS Foundation Legacy Society express their commitment and 
financial support by naming the AALAS Foundation as the beneficiary of a planned 
gift by including the AALAS Foundation in their estate plans. Your participation in the 
AALAS Foundation Legacy Society furthers the Foundation’s Mission of educating the 
public about the compassionate professionals working in laboratory animal science 
and the important role of animals working in research.
  
	 Gold ($10,000-$49,000)	 Silver ($5,000-$9,999)
	 Mark Sharpless	 Valeri Lansford

2024 Corporate Contributors (1/1/2024 – 12/31/2024)
The AALAS Foundation proudly recognizes the following corporations for their outstanding support. Through 
their generous contributions, these partners have fueled innovative educational programs and impactful 
public outreach initiatives that inspire awareness and advance our mission. This list also includes donors to the 
Foundation auction. We are grateful to these corporations for their leadership and commitment in helping us 
share our vision with the world.

Benefactor ($10,000+)
AbbVie

Gruenberg Dry Heat Sterilizers/Process Control Solutions
Pfizer

Supporter ($5,000-$9,999)
Bristol Myers Squibb

Charles River
Lomir Biomedical

Merck
Quip Labs

Sanitation Strategies
Takeda Pharmaceuticals

Tecniplast
Zebrafish Husbandry Association

Friend ($2,000-$4,999)
Abbot Laboratories

Ancare
Animal Specialties

Carter 2 Systems, Inc.
PMI Lab Diet

Platinum ($500-$1,999)
	 AAALAC International	 Animal Care Systems
	 ARES Scientific	 Bio-Serv
	 Innovive	 Lab Products
	 LABEX of MA	 Marshall BioResources
	 Newco Distributors	 Pharmacal
	 Rotano International	 The Andersons

Vivarium Operational Excellence Network

President ($100-$499)
	 Allentown	 Allied Trade Association
American College of Lab Animal Medicine	 Avidity	
	 Becton Dickinson	 CBSET	
	 Clear H20	 Colonial Medical Supply		
	 Inotiv	 Johns Hopkins University		
	 Lane Industries	 Lithgow Laboratories		
	 Orange County United Way	 Rockefeller University		
	 Shepherd Specialty Papers	 Suburban Surgical, Inc.		
	 UID Identification Solutions	 VetEquip

Advocate ($1- $99)
Idaho State University Animal Care Facility

Zeigler Brothers, Inc.
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2024 Branch Contributors (1/1/2024 – 12/31/2024)
The AALAS Foundation wishes to thank the following Branches for their contributions to the Foundation. These 
contributors have made many projects in education and public outreach possible that would otherwise not have been 
funded. This list includes Foundation auction donors. We thank these branches for sharing our vision.

Platinum ($500 - $1,999)
New England AALAS Branch

Research Triangle AALAS Branch 

President ($100-$499)
National Capitol Area AALAS Branch

Chicago AALAS Branch

Advocate ($1- $99)
Florida AALAS Branch

2024 Individual Contributors (1/1/2024 – 12/31/2024)
The AALAS Foundation extends its gratitude to the individuals listed below for their generous support. Their 
contributions have enabled numerous educational and public outreach initiatives that might not have been possible 
otherwise. This recognition also includes those who donated to the Foundation auction. We are truly grateful for their 
commitment to advancing our mission.

Friend ($2,000 - $4,999)
John Duenes

Paige & Brian Ebert
Terrance Hawk
Valeri Lansford
Morag Mackay
Kelly Rodriques
Mark Sharpless
James Taylor

Platinum ($500-$1,999)
Thomas Greene

Patricia Long-Bradley
Tim Mandrell
Chris Medina
Scott Mischler

Jane Olin
Cynthia Pekow

Lisa Secrest
Patricia Sikes
Jenny Smith

Shannon Stutler
Daniel Swartz

Jay Trepp
Emily Weston

Darryl Adams
Rick Alvarez

Jennifer Asher
Antonio Beltran
Taylor Bennett

Michelle Bentzel
Thomas Boerschinger

Iris Bolton
Kenneth Boschert

Aleaya Bowie
Samantha Brims
Melissa Brown
Russell Byrum

Deborah Calantropio-Covington
Amy Cassano

Paula Chalmers
Sonja Chou

Paula Clifford
Laura Conour
Thomas Darby

Georgina Dobek
Deb  Donohoe
Joanne Drew
Robert Dysko
Samanta Edell

Kristin Evans
Michael Fallon
William Fenney
Kelsey Finnie
Derek Fong

Naomi Gades
Christopher Gamble

Megan Gerhardt
Sarah Gilliam

Alexandra Goldring
Matthew Grant

Fiona Hankenson
Victoria Ann Hardy
Jessica Hart Hunt

Brianne Hibl
Debra Hickman
Christian Hofer
Lindsay Holmes

Michael Huerkamp
Richard Huneke
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2024 Branch Contributors (1/1/2024 – 12/31/2024)
The AALAS Foundation wishes to thank the following Branches for their contributions to the Foundation. These 
contributors have made many projects in education and public outreach possible that would otherwise not have been 
funded. This list includes Foundation auction donors. We thank these branches for sharing our vision.
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Advocate ($1- $99) cont. Conference Room Dedication
We are pleased to announce that a conference room at the AALAS National headquarters has been named 
in honor of the late William “Bill” and Millicent Gay, thanks to their extraordinary generosity.

We express our deepest gratitude to William “Bill” & Millicent Gay for their thoughtful bequest to the 
AALAS Foundation. Their generous gift, included in their will, not only supports our mission, but also 
significantly advances our work, creating a timeless legacy within the AALAS Foundation.

The conference room naming ceremony was held on Friday, June 21, 2024. Members of the AALAS 
Foundation Board of Directors and AALAS Executive Committee gathered for the unveiling of the new 
conference room signage and dedication ceremony.
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Danisha Gallop
Samantha Gerb

Marshall Gerstenschlage
Paul Gibson
Dana Gitnick
Dany Gitnick
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Morgan Godfrey
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Thomas Gomez

Laurie Goodchild
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Mario Rodriguez
Oscar Rodriguez

Julie Roller
Isaac Romero
Molly Romick
Tracy Roskoph
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Adelle Samuelson
Leah Saucedo
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Andrew Schrader

Hannah Shaw
Amanda Shellhart
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Bill Soest
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Robert Spencer
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Paul Spurlock
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Janet Steele
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Ning Kit Tang
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Amanda Trimble
Barry Tucker
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Maria Von Chamier
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Meredith Wathen
T. Lane Watkins
Mary Watson
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Ryan Weng
Jamie White-James

Rachel Wier
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Chandra Williams
Kelly Williams

Nakeisha Williams
Thaddeus Williams

Wendy Williams
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Heather Wood
Robert Wood

Heather Zimmerman
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